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Art snobbery as vocation
She'll make you pay, but Stockman can help you get to know museums,
galleries

BY LAUREN BISHOP • LBISHOP@ENQUIRER.COM • FEBRUARY 4, 2010

Kathy Stockman has her bachelor's and master's degrees in art history from the University of
Kansas and the University of Chicago and has taught art history at the Art Academy of Cincinnati
and Miami University.

She's been blogging about art for the past
three years, and more than 870 people follow
her thoughts about art on Twitter. She's fond of
wearing black clothing, colorful scarves and
dark-framed glasses.

She loves Flemish Renaissance painting and
the theory behind conceptual art. And she
really, really dislikes contemporary
impressionism, which she calls a commodity
rather than a movement.

All of those things once prompted a friend to
call the 45-year-old Oakley resident an art
snob. But instead of taking offense, Stockman

thought it was funny and decided to run with it.

Saturday, the self-proclaimed Cincinnati Art Snob has rented space at the Cincinnati Art Museum to
throw a party to launch her tour series. She'll take small groups of people into Greater Cincinnati and
Northern Kentucky's museums, galleries and artists' studios, based on an area of interest chosen by
the group.

"My tours bring you into these places that I know you want to see, but you're not sure where to go,"
Stockman says. "I'm going to find them for you. You tell me what you want to see, and I'll take you."

Most local museums already offer their own tours, led by docents. Stockman - who's working
independently and is not on the payroll of any museum - stresses that she doesn't want to compete
with museums. Her tours are different because, unlike a docent who works at a single museum, she
can take people to several different places to see art.

"If you're interested in knowing more about the history of women artists in Cincinnati, I can take you
to three different venues that will give you a comprehensive history of that," she says.

And few places are off limits. If a group is interested in learning more about the human body in art,
for example, she might take them to a museum or gallery on the first day, an artist's studio the next
and a tattoo shop the next, where the body is the canvas rather than the subject.

Even if a tour includes a stop at a tattoo shop, Stockman describes her series as high-end, by which
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"You tell me what you want to see, and I'll take you," says
Kathy Stockman, an art historian who's starting an art tour
business.

 

IF YOU GO

What: Cincinnati Art Snob cocktail reception and launch party

When: 6-9 p.m. Saturday

Where: Cincinnati Art Museum, Cincinnati Wing, 953 Eden Park
Drive.

Cost: Free; cash bar. Parking is free for museum members and
$4 for non-members. Space is limited; RSVP by calling
513-721-2787.

Information: www.cincinnatiartsnob.com.
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she means it's not cheap. Prices are negotiable, but she says she likely will charge $175-$200 per
person, depending on the size of the group. That price includes admission, parking and catered food
at each 60 to 90-minute stop on the tour, typically three venues on three different days.

She hopes that local women's organizations, civic groups, business people and young professionals
will be interested in what she's offering. She wants young professionals, in particular, to understand
and enjoy the arts and institutions that their employers constantly ask them to support.

"I really do hope I can get a lot of the young professionals to come into the museum not just because
there's a party," says Stockman, who jokes that she majored in happy hour during a brief stint at
Ohio State University. "Some of them really do want to know what they're looking at. They can go to
Mount Adams and drink later. Let's do the work first."

A native of Lorain, Ohio, Stockman has been a fixture at local museums and galleries since she
moved here eight years ago with her husband, Mark Stockman, when he got a tenured position
teaching information technology at the University of Cincinnati. They have two children, ages 5 and
12.

Jason Franz, executive director of Manifest Creative Research Gallery and Drawing Center in East
Walnut Hills, says he often sees Stockman at receptions there, pen and notepad in hand. He says
her idea of a roving curatorial tour of the arts will benefit both citizens and arts institutions, especially
the smaller ones.

"If there's a way to take the intimidation out of the process of finding and visiting galleries, but
keeping the sense of surprise, adventure and enjoyment, then this might just be it," he says.

Emily Holtrop, curator of learning and interpretation at the Cincinnati Art Museum, says she hopes
Stockman's tours bring new visitors to the museum and shows them the art in their own
communities.

"These kinds of programs really break those barriers down," she says.

If Cincinnati Art Snob takes off, Stockman could start breaking down barriers in other communities.
She has no plans to hire anyone, but she says it's possible that someday there may be, say, a
Cleveland Art Snob, or that someone could pay her to tag along on a trip to Paris or Rome as an arts
tour guide.

And many people have asked her for advice on buying art. She tells them what she thinks, and then
advises them to talk to a curator or auction house.

"I'm not a connoisseur. I'm an art historian, and I know what I like," she says, adding with a laugh,
"And if you want to buy impressionism, don't ask me."
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